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1. OINCE the Name firſt came abroad into the World, 
many have been at a Loſs to know what a Me- 
thodiſt :s : What are the Principles and the Practice of 
thoſe, who are commonly called by that Name; and what 
the Diſtinguiſhing Marks of this Se cT, which is every 
where ſpoken of. 2 5 


2. Aud it Going genere believed, That J avas able to 
give the clecreſt Account of theſe Things (as hawing been 
one of the firſt to whom that Name was given, and the 

Perſon by whom the reſt were ſuppoſed to be directed) 1 
hade been called upon, in all manner of Ways, and with 
the utmeſt Ecrneſineſs, fo to do. I yield at laſt to the 
continued Importunity both of Friends and Enemies: And 
| do now give the cleareſt Account I can, in the Preſence of 
| the Lord and Fudge of Heawen and Earth, of the Prin- 
ciples and Practice whereby thoſe auh are called Metho- 
diſts, are diftinguiſhed from other Men. | 


3. I. ay, thoſe who are called Methodiſts ; for let it 
be avell obſerved, that this is not a Name which they take 
| to themſelves, but One fiat upon them by Way of Re- 
proach, wwithout their Approbation or Conſent. It was 
firſt given to three or four young Men oat Oxford, by a 
Student of Chrilt-Church : Either in Alluſion to the Ai- 
cent Sect of Phyſicians ſo talled (from their teaching, 
| A2 | that 


To the READER, 


that almoſt all Diſeaſes might be cured by a Specifick Me- 
thod of Diet and Exerciſe) or from their obſerving a 
more Regular Method of Study and Behaviour, than was 
uſual with thoſe of their Ave and Station. 


4. T ball ſtill rejoice ¶ fo little ambitious am I to be 
at the Headof any Set or Party) if the very Name might 
never be mentioned more, might be buried in eternal Ob- 
livion. But if that cannot be, at leaſt let thoſe ahi 
will aje it, know the Meaning ef the Word they ufc. 
Let us not always be fighting in the Dark, Come, and 
tet us look one another in the Face. And perhaps ſome of 
you who hate what I am called, ay love what I am 
(by the Grace of GO D:) Or rather what I follow after, 
it that I may apprehend that, for which alſo I am ap- 
- pxehended of CHRIST Ines. | 


{ 
| 


THE 


CHARACTER of « METHODIST. 


* FEE Dſtinguiſbing Marks of a Methodift are 
| not His Opinions of any Sort. His aſſenting 


30 This or That Scheme of * his em- 


bracing any Particular Set of Notions, his eſpouſing 
the Judgment of one Man or of another, are all quite 
wide of the Point. Whoſoever therefore imagines, That 
a Melhodiſt is, A Man of ſuch or ſuch an Opinion, is groſ- 
ly ignorant of the whole Aff ir; he miſtakes the Truth 
totally. We believe indeed, That 4% Scripture is gi- 
ven by Inſpiration of Gop ; and herein we are diſtin- 
guiſhed from Fews, Turks, and Infidels, We believe 
this written Word of Gop to be the only and ſufficient 
Rule, both of Chriſtan Faith and Practice ; and herein 
we are fandamentally diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the 
 Romiſh Church, We believe Curi1sT to be the Eter- 
nal Supreme God ; and herein are we diſtinguiſhed from 
the Scixians and Arians. But as to all Opinions which 
do not ſtrike at the Root of Chriſtianity, we think and 
{-t think. So that whatſoever they are, whether right or 
wrong, they are no Diſtinguiſhing Marks of a Methodiſt. 
2. Neither are Words or Phraſes of any Sort. We 


do not place our Religion, or any Part of it, in being 


ttach'd to any Peculizr Mode of Speaking, any Quaint 
or Uncommon Set of Expreſſions. The moſt obvious, 
ealy, common Words, waerein our Meaning can be 
conveyed, we prefer before others, both on ordinary 
Qccajions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of Gop. 
We never therefore willingly or.defig1edly deviate from 
the moſt uſual Way of ſpeaking ; unleſs when we expreſs 
Scr.pture Traths in Scripture Words, (which, we pre- 
ſume, no Chriltian will condemn.) Neither do we af. 
{: to uſe any Particular Expreſlions of Scripture, more 
frequently than others, unleſs they are ſuch as are more 
frequently uſed by the Inſpired Writers themſelves. So 
that it is as groſs an Error. to place the Marks of a Me- 
tuodiſt in his Fords, as in Opinions of any Sort. 

ä | & 4 + 3. Nor 
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3. Nor do we deſire to be diſtinguiſhed, by A#ons 
Cu/toms or Uſages of an Tndifferent Nature. Our Reli- 
gion does not lie in doing What Gop has not enjoin'd, 
or abſtaining from what he hath not forbidden. It does 
not lie in the Form of our Apparel, in the Poſture of 
our Body, or the covering of our Heads : Nor yet in ab- 
Raining from Marriage, nor from Meats and Drinks, 
which are all good, if received with Thanſgiving. 
Therefore neither will any Man who knows whereof he 


affirms, fix the Mark of a Methodiſt here; in any Actions 


or Cuſtoms purely indifferent, undetermined by the Word 
of Gov. 

4. Nor, Laſtly, is he to be diſtinguiſh'd by laying the 
aobole Streſs of Religion on any Single Part of it. If 


you ſay, © Yes he is; for he thinks ave are ſaved by 


Faith alone: I anſwer, You do not underſtand the 
Terms. By Salvation he means, Holineſs of Heart and 
Life. And this he affirms to ſpring. from True Fa in 
ALonz. Can even a nominal Chriſtian deny it? Js 
this placing a Part of Religion for the Whole? Do ace 
then make void the Lau thro Faith? Gop forbid! Nu 
abe eſta bliſb the Law, We do not place the whole of 
Religion (as too many do, Gop knoweth) either in do- 
ing no Harm, or in doing Good, or in uſing the Ordi- 
nances of Gop. No, nor in all of them together; 


Wherein we know by Experience a Man may labour 


many Years, and at the End have no True Religion at 


all, no more than he had at the Beginning. Much 


leſs in any One of Theſe ; or, it may be in a Scrap of 
one of them: Like her who fancies herſelf a Virtucus 
Woman, only becauſe ſhe is not a Proſtitute; or him 
who dreams he is an Honeſt Man, merely becauſe he 
does not rob or ſteal. May the LoD Gov of my Fa- 
thers preſerve me, from ſuch a poor, ſtarved Religion as 
This! Were this the Mark of a Methodiſt, I would 
ſooner chuſe, to be a fircere Few, Turk, or Pagan. 
5. What then is the Mark? Who is a Method”, 
according to your own Account?” I anſwer; A Met». 
iff is one, who has the Lowe of G op hed abroad 71 his 
Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him: One who Je 
the Lord his Gop with all his Heart, and with all his 
Soul, and with all his Mind, and with all his Strengtb. 


G00 is the Joy ef his Heart, and the Deſire of his Soul; 
which is conitantly crying out, hm have I in Heauen 


bat 


. 
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bat Thee, and there is noe upon Earth that I defire hefe 


my Heart, and my Portion for ever !” | 
6. He is therefore Happy in Gop, yea always Happy, 
as having in him «a Well of Water, ſpringing a mito e- 
verluſting Life, and over flowing his Soul with Peate and 
Foy. Perfect Lowe having now caft out Fear, he rejoices 
evermore. He rejoices inthe Lord always, even ix Gop 
his Saviour: Ad in the Father through our Lord IE SUS 
CHRIST, by whom he hath now receiv'd the Atonement. 
Hawing found Redemption thro" his Blood, the Forgivents 
of his Sins, he cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks back 
on the horrible Pit out of which he is delivered, when he 
ſees all his Tranſgreſſions blotted out as a Cloud, and his 
Tniquities as a thick Cloud. He cannot but rejoice, when- 
ever he looks on the State wherein he now is, Being ju- 
ſtified freely, and having Peace with Gop, through our 
Lord JesUs CHRIST. For he that belitveth hath the 
Witneſs of this in bimſelf: Being now the Son of Gop 
by FaiTtn, becauſe he is a Son, Gon hath ſent forth the 
Stirit of his Son into his Heart, crying out Abba, Father: 
And the Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with his Spirit, 
that he is a Child of Gon. He rejoiceth alſo, whenever 
he looks forward, in Hope of the Glory that fhall be re- 
vealed : Yea, this his Joy is full, and all his Bones cry 
out, Bleſſed be the Go p and Father of our Lord IE sus 
CuRr1sT, who according to his abundant Mercy, hath be- 
gotten me again to à living Hope of an Inheritance 
incorruptible, unde filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerv- 

eld in Heaven for me. | | 

7. And he who hath his Hope thus full of Immortality, 
in every thing giveth Thanks: As knowing that this (what- 
ſoever it is) zs the ll of Gop in CurisT JESUS con- 
cerning him, From him therefore he chearfully receives 
All, ſaying, Good is the Will of the Lord: And whe- 
ther the Lord giveth or takethaway, equally S % ing the 


Neme of the Lord. For he hath learned in aubatſocwer 


State he is, therewith to be content. He knoweth beth 


how to be abaſed, and how to abound. Ewery where and. 


in all Things he is inſtructed, both to be full and to be bun- 


or Pain, whether in Sickneſs or Health, whether in Life 


Thee My Gop and my All! Thou att the Strength of 


gry, both to abound and to Jufer Need. Whetherin Eaſe 13 


or Death, he giveth Thanks from the Ground of the 
8 Heart 


5 
Heart to him who orders it for Good: Knowing that as 
every good Gift cometh from above, ſo none but Good can 
come from the Father of Lights, into whoſe Hands he 
has wholly committed his Body and Soul, as into the 
Hands of a faithful Creator. He is therefore careful 
(anxiouſly or uneaſily careful) for nothing: As having 
caſt all his Care on him that careth for him, and in all 
things reſting on Him, after making his Requeſt known to 
im auith Thankſgiving, 
8. For indeed he prays without ceaſing. It is given 
him always to pray, and not to faint, Not that he is 
always in the Houſe of Prayer; tho' he neglects no Op- 
portunity of being there. Neither is he always on his 
Knees, altho' he often is, or on his Face, before the 
Lord his Go p. Nor yet is he always crying aloud to 
 Gop, or calling upon him in Words. For many times 
the Spirit maketh Interceſſion for him with Groans that 
cannot be utter de But at all times the Language of his 
Heart is this, Thou Brightneſs of the Eternal Glory, 
„ unto Thee is my Mouth, tho' without a Voice, and 
< my Silence ſpeaketh unto Thee.“ And this is true 
Prayer, The lifting up the Heart to Gop. Ibis is the 
Eſſence of Prayer, and this alone. But his Heart is 
ever lifted up to Gop, at all Times, and in all Places. 
In this he is never hindered, much leſs interrupted, by 
any Perſon or Thing. In Retirement, or Company, in 
Leiſure, Buſineſs or Converſation, his Heart is ever with 


the Lord. Whether he lie down or rife up, Gov i 7 


all his Thoughts ; he walks with Gop continually, ha- 
ving the loving Eye of his Mind fix d upon him, and e- 
very where /ceizg him that is inviſible. _ 

9. And while he thus always exerciſes his Love to 
Gov, by Prayer without ceaſing, rejoicing evermorc, 
and in every thing giving Thanks, this Commandment 
is written in his Heart, that he ab loweth Gop, I 
Bis Brother ala, And he accordingly lowes his Neis h- 


bour as kinfelf; he loves every Man as his own Soul. 


His Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every Child 
of the Father of the Spirits of all Tlefp. That a Mail 
is not perſonally known to him, is no Bar to his Love: 


No, nor that he is known to be ſuch as he approves | 


not, that he repays Hatred for his Good-will. For 
he loves lis Enemies, yea and the Enemies of. Gov ; 
14 F 


Sam Soon w -W 
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the Evil and the Unthankful. And if it be not in his 
Power to do Good to them that hate him, yet he ceaſes 
not to pray for them, tho”. they continue to ſpurn his 
Love and ſtill Je/þitefully uſe him and perſecute bim. 
10. For he is Pure in Heart, The Love of Gop has 
purified his Heart from all Revengeful Paſſions, from 
Envy, Malice, and Wrath, from every unkind Tem- 
Þ or malign Affection. It hath cleanſed him from 
ride and Haughtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh 
Contention. And he hath now put on Bowwels of Mer- 
cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuf* 
fering : So that he forbears and forgives, if he had a 
Quarrel againſt any; even as GOD in Cur1sT hath 
forgiven him. And indeed all poſſible Ground for 
Contention, on his Part, is utterly cut off. For none 
can take from him what he deſires; ſeeing he /owes not 
the World, nor any of the Things of the World ; being 
now crucified to the World, and the World crucified to 
him; being dead to all that is in the World, both to 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, and the Ye of 
Life, For all his Defire is unto Gov, and to the Remem- « 
brance of his Name, _ ; | 
11. Agreeable to this k.s One Deſire, is the One De- 
ſign of his Life, namely, Not to do his own Will, but the 
Will of him that ſent him, His One Intention at all 
Times and in all Things is, Not to pleaſe himſelf, but 
Him whom his Soul loveth. He has a Single Eye. And 
becauſe his Eye is Single, his whole Body is full of Light, 
Indeed where the Loving Eye of the Soul is continually 
fix'd upon Gop, there can be no Darkneſs at all, but 
the whole is Light ; as when the bright ſhining of a Candle 
doth enlighten the Houſe. Gon then reigns alone. All 
that 1s in the Soul is Holineſs to the Lord. There is 
not a Motion in his Heart, but is according to his Will, 
Every Thought that ariſes points to him, and is in O- 
bedience to the Law of CRRISt. Ve WU 
12. And the Tree is known by its Fruits. For as he 
loves Gop, ſo he keeps his Commandments. Not only 
Some, or Moſt of them, but All, from the Leaſt to the 
Greateſt. He is not content to cep the whole Law, and 
offend in One Point; but has in all Points, a Conſcience 
woid of Offence, towards Gor and towards Man. What- 
ever Gop has forbidden, he avoids ; whatever Goo has 
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enjoin'd, he doth: And that, whether it be little or great, 
Hard or eafy, joyous or grievous to the Fleſh. He runs 
the Mays of Gob', Commandnentt, now he hath fet his 
Heart at Liberty. It is his Glory and Joy ſo to do; it 
is his daily Crown of Rej6icing, To do the Vill of Gop 
on Barth, as it is done in Heaven; knowing it is the 


Strength, To fulfil his Commandments, and hearken 
#0 the Voice of his Word.. | 

Iz. All the Commandments of Gop he accordingly 
keeps, and that with all his Might. For his Obedience 
is in Proportion to his Love, the Source from whence it 
flows. And therefore, loving Gop with all his Heart, 
ks ſerves him with all his Strength. He continually 


ceptable to Gop; entirely, and without Reſerve devo- 


All the Talents he has receiv'd, he conſtantly employs, 
according to his Maſter's Will ; every Power and Fa- 
6ulty of his Soul, every Member of his Body. Once 
ke yielded them unto 8i# and the Devil, 2r Dy/iÞuments of 
Unrighteouſneſ; : But now, being alive from the Dead, he 
yields them all, as Inflruttents of 
 I'4. By Confequence, whatfoever he doth, it is all to 
the Glory of Goy. In all his Employments of every 
Rind, he not only aims at this, (which is implied in ha- 
ving a Sngls Bye) but actually wftains it. His Buſineſs 
and Refreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all ſerve to this 
great End. Whether he fit in his Houſe or walk by the 
ay, whether he lie down or riſe up, he is promoting 
in all he ſpeaks or does, the One Buſineſs of his Life: 
Whether he pat on his Apparel, or labour, or eat and 
drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting Labour, it all 
tends to advance the Glory of Gop, by Peace and 
Good- will among Men. His one invariable Rule is this, 
Whatſoever ye do in Word or Deed, do it all in the Nane 
of the Lord Is us, giving Thanks to Gov and the Fa- 
ther by Him. 8 50 


his running the Race which is ſet before him. He knows, 
that Viee does not loſe its Nature, though it become 
ever ſo faſhionable ; and rettrembers, That every Mn, 
to give an Acconnt of hin ſelfto Gon. He cannot _ 

re, 


= Privilege of the Angels of Gov, of thoſe that ex. 
cel in þ 
preſents his Soul and Body, a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- 


ting himſelf, all he has, and all he is, to his Glory. 


Righteouſneſs unto Go. 


15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World at all hinder 


io 


(un) 
fore, even /o/law_ a Multitude to do: Evil : He cannot 
fare ſumptuouſly every Day, or make Provifien for the 


Halb, to fulfil the Luſts thereof. He cannot lay up Trea- 


ſures upon Earth, no more than he can take Fire into his 


Boſom. He cannot adorn himſe/f (on any Pretence).avith 


Gold or coſtly Apparel. He cannot join in, or counte- 
nance any Diverſion, which has the leaſt Tendency to 
Vice of any kind. He cannot feat. Evil of his Neigh- 
hour, no more than he can lie, either for Gop or Man. 


He cannot utter an unkind Word of any one; for Love 


keeps the Door of his Lips. He cannot ſpeak idle 
Wards; No corrupt Communication ever comes out of his 
Mouth ; as is all that which is not good, to the Uſe of E- 
' difoing, not fit to minifter Grace to the Hearers, But what- 


ſoeuer Things are pure, whatſaever Things are lowely, 


| whatſoever Things are juſtly of good Report, he thinks, 
| and ſpeaks, and acts, adoring the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jxsus CyRraIsT in all Things. __ 

16. Laſtly, as he has Time, he does Good unte all 
Men; unto Neighbours and Strangers, Friends and E- 


nemies. And that, in every poſſible kind; not only 


to their Bodies, by feeding the Hungry, cloathing the Na- 


ted, Alen thoſe that are fick or in Priſon; but mueh 


more does he labour to do Good to their Souls, as of 


the Ability which Gop giveth : To awaken thoſe that 


ſleep in Death ; to bring thoſe who are awaken'd to the 
atoning Blood, that being ju/tified by FA irh, they may 


have Peace with Gop; and to provoke thoſe who have 
Peace with Gop, to abound more in Love and in Good 


Works. And he is willing to end and to be ſpent here- 
in, even to be offered up on the Sacrifice and Service of 
their Faith, ſo they may all come unto the Meaſure of 
the Stature of the Fulneſs of CHRIST. 
17. Theſe are the Principles and Practices of our 
| SECT ; theſe are the Marks of a true Methodif. By 
theſe alone do thoſe who are in Deriſion ſo called, deſire 


to be diſtinguiſhed from other Men. If any Man fay, 


Why theſe are only the Common, Fundamental Prin- 


ciples of Chriſtianity!” Thou haſt ſaid : So I mean; this is 


the very Truth, I know they are no other, and I would 
to Gop both Thou and all Men knew, that I, and all 
who follow my Judgment, do yehemently refuſe to be 
diſtinguiſh'd from other Men, by any but the Common 

| TY Prin- 
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(12) 
Prineples of Chriſtianity. - The Plain, Old Chriſtianity 
that I teach, renouncing and deteſting all other Marks 
of Diſtinction. And whoſoever zs what I preach (let him 
be called what he will, for Names change not the Nature 
of Things) he is a Chriſtian, not in Name only, but in 
Heart and in Life. He is inwardly and outwardly con- 
formed to the Will of Gop, as revealed in the Written 
Word. He thinks, ſpeaks, and lives according to the 
Method laid down in the Revelation of IESUS CHRIST. 
His Soul is renew'd after the Image of Gop, in Righte- 
ouſneſs and in all true Holineſs. And having the Mind 
that was in Chriſt, he ſo walks as CHRIST alſo 
nennen 265 153 E291 
18. By theſe Marks, by theſe Fruits of a living Faith, 
do we labour to 4di/tingur/h ourſelves, from the Unbe- 
lieving World, from all thoſe whoſe Minds or Lives are 
not according to the Goſpel of Cyr15sT. But from Real 
Chriſtians, of whatſoever. Denomination they be, we 
earneſtly. defire not to be diſtinguiſhed at all: Nor fron 
any, who fincerely follow after what they know they 
have not yet attained. No: : Whoſoever doth the ili 
of my Father which,is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother 
and Siſter and Mother. And I beſeech You, Brethren, 
by the Mercies of Gop, that we be in no wiſe divided 


among ourſelves. I. thy: Heart right, as my Heart :: 


avith thine ? I ask no farther Queſtion. F it be, give 
me thy Hand, For Opinions, or Terms, let us 0 d- 
Aray the Work of Go p. Doſt thou love and ſerve Gop? 
It is enough. | give thee the Right Hand of Fellow- 
ſhip.. 1f there be any Conſolation , Fay Com- 


fort of Lowe, if any Felloauſbip of the Spirit, if any Bowel; 
and Mercies : Let us ſtrive together for the Faith of the 
Goſpel, walking worthy of the Vacation wherewith ave 
are called; With all Towlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long 
ſuffering, forbearing one another in Lowe, endeavwouring 
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